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In reply to the Office Action of May 24, 2004, Applicant submits the following remarks. 

Claims 1-17 stand rejected for obviousness-type double patenting over claims 1-17 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,645,044. 

Applicant respectfully reminds the Examiner that restriction requirements were issued in 
both the parent application that became U.S. Patent No. 6,645,044 and in the grandparent 
application that became U.S. Patent No. 6,422,927, 

In particular, the Examiner's attention is directed to the action dated July 7, 2002, in the 
parent patent 6,645,044. In that action, the Examiner required election between Group I (claims 
1-17) and Group II (claims 18-20). In the parent application, the Applicant elected the invention 
of Group I. In contrast, the claims of the present application are directed to the invention of 
Group II (compare non-elected claim IS of the parent application to claim 1 of the present 
application). Therefore, the double-patenting rejection is clearly improper under 35 USC 121 , 
and the Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration. 
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